Sustainable cities; delivering success 

The Core Cities Summit, 7th and 8th November 2007, Nottingham
Nottingham hosted the Core Cities Summit for the first time. The leaders of the country’s eight major cities will meet with Government ministers, leading politicians and key academic and business figures at the Summit over two days on 7th and 8th November.

Cllr Jon Collins, Leader of Nottingham City Council says he is proud that the city is staging the prestigious event, heralded as ‘the most significant urban policy conference of the year.’

The eight Core Cities – Birmingham, Bristol, Leeds, Liverpool, Manchester, Newcastle, Nottingham and Sheffield – have been dubbed the powerhouses of the country’s economy by Government. 

Hazel Blears, Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government, will give her first address to the leaders of the country’s major cities since taking up office under Gordon Brown in June. In her role as Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government, she’ll set out her vision for cities in light of the Review of Sub-National Economic Development and Regeneration, published by Government in June.

John Healey MP, one of the architects of the Review, will help facilitate a session that looks at how the Core Cities, together with Government and regional agencies, can take the Review forward to implementation and look at international examples of best practice.

The Sub-National Review has signalled the Government’s recognition of the progress made by cities in driving the economic growth of their regions. This recognition extends to the rest of Europe with the publication of a new survey last week which placed each Core City at the top of England’s cities, outside of London, for economic growth and investment potential.

The Europe-wide survey called The European Regional Economic Index (E-REGI), ranks cities according to their economic growth potential over the short to medium term, showing where investment is likely to be strongest. The first English cities, outside London, to appear on that list are all Core Cities, with Birmingham, Nottingham and Manchester doing particularly well as the top three.

This latest report validates the strength and importance of the Core Cities and with Lord Digby Jones of Birmingham attending the Summit to talk about the global competitiveness of cities, this discussion could not have come at a better time.

The Core Cities Summit will be the main urban policy conference of 2007 and will be the first to look specifically at the implications of the Sub-National Review on cities. 

Key speakers leading discussions include The Rt. Hon Hazel Blears MP, Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government; John Healey MP, Minister of State for Communities and Local Government; Lord Digby Jones of Birmingham, Minister of State for Trade and Investment and former Director General of the CBI; Prof. Michael Parkinson, European Institute of Urban Affairs, Liverpool John Moores University andSir. David King, Chief Scientific Advisor to Government.

Cllr Jon Collins, Leader of Nottingham City Council is looking forward to welcoming colleagues from government and other cities to the Summit and to Nottingham. He said:

‘’I’m proud to be welcoming the Core Cities Summit to Nottingham. This summit comes at an important time following the publication of both the Sub-National Review and the 2007 Comprehensive Sending Review. We as Core Cities have an opportunity to build on the dialogue we have established with government. There are already numerous examples where the Core Cities have helped shape policy. The recent reviews carried out by Barker, Eddington, Leitch and Lyons have all made reference to the role of Cities and more recently we have welcomed the opportunity, working with RDA’s, to help shape the Sub-National Review. We now welcome the opportunities posed by the Review itself in enhancing the role of cities and strengthening city economies.’’
