Most exciting time’ for Core Cities Summit 

In her keynote speech to the Summit, Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government Hazel Blears said that cities were poised for change, innovation and progress comparable to the Victorian age.

The Government had ushered in a new era of devolution, handing greater decision-making powers to the country’s local authorities, she said. It was an opportunity that she acknowledged the Core Cities had an appetite to take up and one which Government had never been so willing to set down – changing the relationship between Whitehall and town halls into a more effective partnership. 

Ms Blears praised the pioneering approach of the Core Cities, including Nottingham’s Science City work which has seen £40m of investment in the last two years to build on the city’s existing science, technology and innovation base, as well as its excellence in public transport and effective tackling of crime and grime under the Respect for Nottingham campaign which she launched.

She used the Summit platform to announce thirteen sub-regions where new ‘multi area agreements’ will see collections of local authorities working across boundaries with new powers and fund-raising opportunities.

Leader of Nottingham City Council, Councillor Jon Collins, in his welcoming speech to delegates, said:
“This summit comes at an important time following the publication of both the Sub-National Review, the 2007 Comprehensive Spending Review and the Queen’s Speech. How we can use them as a means to get more done, more quickly and with greater economic efficiency, to build stronger city economies, better homes for our communities and greater protection for our environment is what this conference is all about.”
Director of the Core Cities Group Chris Murray also acknowledged the Summit’s significant timing:
“We are on the very edge of major changes in city policy which if implemented properly can help us to be more competitive and sustainable for generations to come,” he said, while Summit Chair, Channel Four anchorman Jon Snow described the Summit arriving at ‘a real tipping point’ for the Core Cities.

