EMBARGOED UNTIL 4TH NOVEMBER
ENGLISH CORE CITIES PARTNER WITH
THE CLINTON CLIMATE INITIATIVE AND LONDON
Partnership to focus on improving energy efficiency of buildings in eight major cities
The Core Cities Group, a network of England’s major regional cities, has signed a partnership with the Clinton Climate Initiative (CCI), a program of the William J. Clinton Foundation, and the Greater London Authority. Through the two year partnership, the eight cities (Birmingham, Bristol, Leeds, Liverpool, Manchester, Newcastle, Nottingham and Sheffield) will commit to reducing greenhouse gas emissions through a range of projects, starting with improving energy efficiency of buildings. 

The partnership will be announced at the Core Cities Summit in Liverpool this week, on the morning of 4 November, by Councillor John Shipley, Leader of Newcastle City Council.

John Shipley, Leader of Newcastle City Council said: “We are delighted to be signing up to this partnership with the Clinton Climate Initiative and Greater London Authority.  This gives us the chance not just to demonstrate our commitment to addressing  climate change, but show leadership, and that we are acting together to reduce carbon emissions across all our cities on a big scale.”   

More than one-third of energy is consumed in buildings worldwide, accounting for about 15 percent of global greenhouse gas emissions. In cities, buildings can account for up to 80 percent of CO2 emissions. 

London, as a C40 member city, has set up the Building Energy Efficiency Programme (BEEP), in partnership with the Clinton Climate Initiative. It provides an easy to use framework which has enabled the capital's public buildings to install energy efficiency measures, with no upfront cost, to cut carbon and save money off fuel bills.  London has 42 buildings currently being retrofitted under the first stage of the programme and has committed another 58 buildings to follow. London is keen to expand the programme to other public sector organisations that will benefit from the capital's experience in shaping this scheme. 

As an immediate next step, the Core Cities will establish a collective working group to detail how the energy efficiency building retrofit programme will be coordinated and rolled out to the cities. Through the working group, each of the Core Cities will select the most energy intensive public buildings, small and large, to take forward through the BEEP framework in order to reduce carbon emissions.  Opportunities to develop energy efficient lighting and carbon neutral transportation systems will also be explored. 

The Clinton Climate Initiative was formed to create and advance solutions to the core issues driving climate change. One of the strategic program areas of CCI is increasing energy efficiency in cities. It is also is the implementation partner of the C40, a group of global cities that are committed to taking action on climate change. 

Ira Magaziner, Chairman of the Clinton Climate Initiative, said: “We are pleased to work with Core Cities to make their buildings more energy efficient. CCI will provide the eight cities with technical support and assistance, building on our experience working with other cities around the world that are committed to reducing greenhouse gas emissions.”
The Mayor of London, Boris Johnson, said: “London is leading the world in having developed a simple way for public buildings to go green, helping to shave money off energy bills which is especially pertinent in lean financial times. The innovative model we have created is being used in the capital's police stations, fire stations and Transport for London's premises to install energy saving measures with no upfront cost to the taxpayer. We are set to save £1million off annual public fuel bills as a result. Programmes such as these are stimulating a low carbon economy in London along with all the benefits this brings for jobs and in safeguarding the environment.”

The Core Cities’ urban areas alone are responsible for about one third of all carbon emissions in England, but they also offer an opportunity for a solution.  With density of living and a concentration of assets like transport, housing and retail, cities can be a sustainable way to use resources, rather than spreading them out across the country.  This is an important initiative for the Group and it takes the cities one step further toward becoming ‘Eco Cities’.

Chris Murray, Director of Core Cities said: “Buildings are responsible for around 40% of carbon emissions on average and this is where the work between Core Cities and the Clinton Climate Initiative will focus first.  The cities will identify public buildings and work through the Building Energy Efficiency Programme (BEEP) to find ways of ‘energy retrofitting’ them.  This will happen by reducing energy usage in identified buildings by up to 25%, using the latest technology.” 
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Further information from:

Chris Murray, Director Core Cities Group: c.murray@corecities.com 07780 664257
About the Core Cities Group
The Core Cities Group is a network of England's major regional cities: Birmingham, Bristol, Leeds, Liverpool, Manchester, Newcastle, Nottingham and Sheffield. They form the economic and urban cores of wider surrounding territories, the city regions. The Core Cities work in partnership to enable each City to enhance their economic performance and make real advances within a highly competitive international market, increasing their comparative standing and - in different ways - securing positive identities as places to live, work, visit and do business. 
The Core Cities Group is a strong cross-city and cross-party collaboration with a track record of more than 10 years. Leadership across the Cities takes in all three major political parties. 
About the Clinton Climate Initiative 
The William J. Clinton Foundation launched the Clinton Climate Initiative (CCI) to create and advance solutions to the core issues driving climate change.
Working with governments and businesses around the world to tailor local solutions that are economically and environmentally sustainable, CCI focuses on three strategic program areas: increasing energy efficiency in cities, catalyzing the large-scale supply of clean energy, and working to measure and value the carbon absorbed by forests. In each of these programs, CCI uses a holistic approach to address the major sources of greenhouse gas emissions and the people, policies, and practices that impact them.
CCI serves as the action arm of the C40, an association of large cities around the world that have pledged to accelerate their efforts to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. To learn more about the work of the Clinton Climate Initiative and the William J. Clinton Foundation, please visit www.clintonfoundation.org. 

For more information on London's Building Energy Efficiency Programme, visit: www.lda.org.uk/server.php?show=ConWebDoc.3441
