Core Cities to lead the way in new era 

The Core Cities are well placed to lead the way into a new era where there are greater freedoms for local government to take control and compete on a global stage.

That was the conclusion of the second session at the Core Cities Summit, led by John Healey, Minister of State for Communities and Local Government - when a new report was launched which outlines how well our cities are performing against European counterparts.

Addressing how councils can respond to Government guidance on making English cities and regions more competitive, known as the Sub National Review, Mr Healey said: “Further freedoms, further devolved decision making, is vital to respond to economic change, tackle areas of deprivation, to acknowledge no local economy is the same and enable each area to achieve its full potential.”

The freedoms extend to new ways of funding projects, with Mr Healey challenging local authorities to be innovative. He highlighted Nottingham’s successful work across administrative boundaries to build a Contact Centre bringing eight buildings into one to improve service and make savings; its transport plan for the conurbation; as well as its proposals to introduce a Workplace Parking Levy to help fund the expansion of the tram network.

He said other funding mechanisms were being considered such as adding a 2p supplement on the business rate which for Nottingham could generate around £4m a year. Mr Healey urged councils to work with private partners so public investment could be enhanced by private contribution.

The COMPETE report was launched at the Summit by Prof Michael Parkinson, who told delegates that over the past five years the Core Cities had begun to compete well with their European counterparts but could do more – and Government could help by acting faster.

Chief Executive of Nottingham City Council Michael Frater said: “It seems we have a Government that is keen to listen. I am encouraged by what John Healey had to say about financial freedoms and flexibility, but most importantly, the commitment to working with us and Regional Development Agencies on delivering more of the infrastructure that cities need to compete globally.

”Prof Michael Parkinson’s contribution was particularly valuable in giving us a clear signal that Core Cities are no longer behind their European counterparts but that there is still more to do to decentralise decision making and for local authorities to work more effectively across their administrative boundaries.”
