Core Cities can compete on global stage – Digby Jones 

Lord Digby Jones, Minister of State for Trade and Investment, set out his vision for how the Core Cities can compete in a global economy, on day two of the Core Cities Summit.

In an inspirational speech without notes, the former CBI boss outlined how investment in skills would pay dividends for the long-term futures of cities and the country as a whole. He said that Britain’s historic welcoming of immigrants was key to success, as was providing the necessary skills for the huge number of people who cannot read, write or count.

Britain had positioned itself well to respond to the global economy, he said, but manual jobs that illiterate and innumerate people could carry out in previous generations were dwindling – so they needed to have the education and training to prepare them for emerging sectors such as creative industries.

Cities also needed to invest in their fabric and culture to inspire investors and visitors and to set them apart from their competitors, he said. That included emblematic buildings, transport infrastructures and planning regimes that enabled business to succeed, as well as ensuring that everyone – from taxi drivers and waitresses to captains of industry and civic leaders – were ambassadors for their city.

Stephen Hughes, Chief Executive of Birmingham City Council, said the Core Cities were ambitious to respond to the challenge, but needed even more freedom and innovative funding options to do all that they wanted, with tax payers in different parts of the country too often funding local projects. Mechanisms proposed by Government such as supplementary business rates would be helpful but relatively modest, he said.

Nottingham City Council Leader Councillor Jon Collins said:
“It was an inspirational speech from Lord Digby Jones, confirming our view that it’s important to invest in the public realm to help create the right environment for business and for people to feel proud of their city.
“For example, he mentioned the importance of stations in creating the right impression of cities, which is why in Nottingham we are keen to see our own station transformed to become a fitting gateway to the city and to regenerate the surrounding area and so create wealth.”
