Core Cities and Government sign climate change declaration 

Government ministers Hazel Blears and Joan Ruddock and the leaders of the eight Core Cities signed a commitment to tackle climate change.

The Commitment to Climate Change Action sets out a range of measures which Government and the Core Cities will carry out to reduce carbon emissions. As home to more than 16 million people, the Core Cities are responsible for around 30% of England’s carbon emissions and are well placed to make a significant contribution to the UK’s response to the climate change challenge.

The increasing powers given to the them by Government that delegates have heard about throughout the Summit, to take bold decisions and secure funding, will help them to improve public transport, address the energy efficiency of buildings, improve waste and water management and a range of other measures which will reduce their carbon footprint.

Signing the Commitment, to Climate Change Action, Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs Parliamentary Under Secretary of State Joan Ruddock told the Summit that this was a challenge the Government and the Core Cities would rise to. She announced a £250,000 fund for three of the Core Cities – Manchester, Bristol and Leeds – to lead on developing themselves as low carbon cities and share their findings with the Core Cities Group. Ms Ruddock also praised Nottingham for its pioneering role in addressing climate change, manifest in the Nottingham Declaration and in the city’s “tremendous aim to become more sustainable, not least with their public transport systems.”

She said that cities have “a huge impact on our carbon emissions but can have a serious effect on reducing them,” and was looking for the Core Cities to set ambitious and achievable environmental targets.

Delegates heard from the Government’s Chief Scientific Adviser Sir David King that 80% of the world’s population lived in cities and that cities are responsible for using 75% of the planet’s resources and creating 75% of its waste.

Leader of Nottingham City Council, Councillor Jon Collins, said: “Nottingham is at the forefront of the local response to this global issue, so I’m delighted that it was here in Nottingham that the leader of the Core Cities signed a commitment with Government to taking effective action.

“We are committed to growing our local economy in a sustainable way and, as Joan Ruddock said, Nottingham’s highly acclaimed transport system - including the planned expansion of our tram network - plays a big part in those endeavours.”

